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Total length 150 2nd dorsal inner margin 1
Standard length 121 Pelvic fin anterior margin 12
Snout to origin of 1st dorsal 71 Pelvic fin posterior margin 6
Snout to origin of  pectoral 48 Pelvic fin inner margin 1
Snout to origin of anal 110 Anal fin anterior margin 8
Snout to origin of head 47 Anal fin posterior margin 6
Snout to origin of eye 3.2 Anal fin inner margin 1
1st dorsal anterior margin 9 Length of upper caudal fin 26
1st dorsal posterior margin 9 Length of lower caudal fin 33
1st dorsal inner margin 1 Weight 8 kg
2nd dorsal anterior margin 4 Sex F
2nd dorsal posterior margin 43
Table 1. Morphometric measurements (cm) of Rhinochimaera atlantica landed at Kasimedu Fisheries Harbour, Chennai
The specimen was a mature female with four
numbers of ripe oocytes, measuring 6 cm in diameter.
Stomach was full and contents were in semi-digested
condition. Other than the report on occurrence of two
chimaeroid egg capsules off Tuticorin, Gulf of Mannar
from commercial deepsea catch at a depth of
250-400 m (Arumugam et al., 1990), this is the first
report on the landing of chimaeroid from south-east
coast of India.
Fig. 2. Digestive system of the female chimaeroid,
R. atlantica landed at Kasimedu Fisheries Harbour
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While observing the regular landings of penaeid
shrimps by mechanised trawlers at Cuddalore
Fisheries Harbour, species belonging to
Parapenaeopsis stylifera and Metapenaeopsis
stridulans were found infected with the bopyrid
parasite, Epipenaeon ingens (Nobili, 1906) during
June, July and November 2010. Details on the extent
of parasitic infestation are given in Table 1.
In P. stylifera, the percentage of parasitation varied
from 13.5 to 14.6 in males and 9.7 to 20.8 in females
during pre-monsoon months (June-July), while it was
68.4 and 26.1 in males and females respectively during
the monsoon month (November). In M. stridulans, the
parasitation ranged from 20 to 41.7% in males and
20.8 to 27.5% in females during pre-monsoon months
and 9.8% in males and 27.4% in females during
November.  During the three months of observation,
infestation in males of P. stylifera registered 30.2%,
when compared to 16.7% in females. However, in
M. stridulans, more females were affected (27.4%)
as compared to males (19.3%). Earlier records of
presence of E. ingens in Indian penaeid shrimps are
reported in P. stylifera from Malabar coast,
Metapenaeopsis stridulans, M. mogiensis, P. stylifera
and Parapenaeopsis maxillipedo from Chennai,
Penaeus monodon and P. stylifera  from Parangipettai,
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First record of Sicyonia parajaponica Crosnier, 2003
along Chennai coast
P. Thirumilu
Research Centre of CMFRI, Chennai
The miscellaneous catches from the trawlers
operating in the inshore waters (40-60 m depth) off
Chennai coast consist of smaller sized crustaceans
such as penaeid shrimps (belonging to the genera
Penaeus ,Fenneropenaeus ,Metapenaeus ,
Parapenaeopsis, Metapenaeopsis,Trachypenaeus,
Megokris, Trachysalamprica, Parapenaeus,
Sicyonia and Solenocera), brachyuran crabs,
cephalopods and fishes, which are usually dried
on the beach and utilised as one of the ingredients
for poultry feed. The common species of Sicyonia
encountered is Sicyonia lancifer, which has the
characteristic two blue spots in the integument
between carapace and  abdomen (Fig.1).
Penaeus semisulcatus from the Gulf of Mannar and
Palk Bay, Fenneropenaeus indicus and Solenocera
crassicornis from Kakinada and P. monodon from
West Bengal. Though the bopyrid parasitation in
penaeid shrimps was noticed in most of the months
in a year during the present observation as well as
from the earlier published accounts, a detailed study
may throw more light on  the preferential period of
occurrence of parasite and its effect on the
physiological status of these commercially important
crustaceans.
Period Species Nos. Nos. Percentage of Size range of
examined affected parasitation shrimp (TL mm)
Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
June P. stylifera 37 48 5 10 13.5 20.8 71-95 86-103
2010 M. stridulans 65 91 13 25 20 27.5 65-95 76-98
July P. stylifera 41 62 4 6 14.6 9.7 75-90 65-101
2010 M. stridulans 24 51 10 14 41.7 27.5 81-95 76-90
Nov. P. stylifera 38 46 23 6 68.4 26.1 86-90 66-85
2010 M. stridulans 61 73 6 20 9.8 27.4 60-81 55-88
Table 1. Infection of bopyrid parasites in penaeid shrimps landed at Cuddalore Fisheries Harbour
Fig. 1. P. stylifera (a) and M. stridulans (b) infected with
Epipenaeon ingens Fig. 2. Close-up view of E. ingens on P. stylifera
